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Preliminary Note: In the Information Disclosure Statement submitted January 16, 2002, 
Examiner notes that the reference "30 8 3 8 05 55 has not been considered. This is due to the lack of 
translation or abstract associated with this document. While applicant does state in the 
Information Disclosure that this document correlates with another cited document, Examiner 
finds that this document does not fully correlate with any of the cited documents. Accordingly, 
the reference "3083805" has not been considered. 

The title of the invention is objected to for being overly generic. A new suggested title is: 
"A Communications System for Retrieving Instruction Files From a Server". Correction to the 
title is required in response to this office action. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lenz (U.S. 
Patent 6,029,196). 

The reference to Lenz is published more than one year prior to applicant's filing date in 
the United States. Accordingly, the reference is applied under 35 USC 102 (b). 

Claim 1: Lenz discloses an application executing unit in the form of a browser that 
resides on the client (col. 3, lines 44-45). The browser executes application programs, such as e- 
mail (col. 3, line 10) or access to news (col. 3, line 10). The retrieval requesting unit is the 
computer terminal at the client location (102). As seen in Fig. 1, the retrieval requesting unit (the 
terminal at the client location) sends a request to the server (103) to retrieve an instruction file 
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(configuration file 106) that describes instructions for making transmissions to the server. The 
processor within the client (102) serves as the transmission processing unit since the processor 
initiates the transmission (105) to the server and follows the instructions received in response. 

Claim 2: The application executing unit is the browser at the client (col. 3, lines 44-45). 
Upon receipt of the instruction file (configuration file 106), the browser starts executing the 
application, such as executing connection to an e-mail system or executing connection to a news 
server (col. 3, lines 9-12 and col. 3, lines 43-46). 

Claim 3: The retrieval requesting unit is the client (102). The retrieval requesting unit 
makes a retrieval request (105) for a specific instruction file (106) which is stored on the server. 
Communications with the server are made via the web browser (col. 3, lines 42-45). 

Claim 4: The instruction file (106) may include information that facilitates transmission 
to the server or other servers, such as an e-mail address for the client (col. 2, line 42) or security 
information (col. 4, line 21). The transmission processing unit is the processor within the client 
computer (102). A processor inherently makes determinations about data being transmitted and 
received and initiates the transmissions of data. The instructions within the processor that make 
determinations would thus read as a determination unit and the instructions which initiate 
transmission would thus be a transmissions unit. 

Claim 5: The instruction file (106) that is sent back to the client (102) can include an e- 
mail address (col. 2, line 42) or security information (col. 4, line 21). Both of these types of 
information are readable as transmission format specifying data. The transmission processing 
unit is the processor within the client computer (102). A processor inherently makes 
determinations about data being transmitted and received and initiates the transmissions of data. 
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The instructions within the processor that make determinations would thus read as a 
determination unit and the instruction within the processor that initiate transmissions would thus 
read as a transmissions unit. 

Claim 6: Col. 3, line 10 specifies that the instruction file (106) can include specifications 
for a news server, which is readable as information for a destination server. Once the data for the 
news server is configured on the client, the client can then proceed to communicate with the 
news server (destination server). 

Claim 7: Within Lenz the execution of an application is the step of running a browser. 
As seen in FIG. 1, a retrieval request is made from the client (102) to the server (103) for 
retrieving an instruction file (configuration file 106) that configures the browser to communicate 
with the server. The transmission is made to the server and instructions retrieved from the 
configuration file (106) and utilized by the client (102) in response to the retrieval request. 

Claim 8: The browser (application) is executed after the receipt of the instruction file 
(106) because the information in the instruction file (106) make configuration changes to the 
browser (col. 3, lines 1 1-12 and col. 3, lines 43-46). 

Claim 9: The retrieval step is made by making a request for retrieval from the client 
(102). Communications with the server are made via the web browser. 

Claim 10: See remarks or claim 4. 

Claim 1 1 : See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 6. 

Claim 13: Lenz discloses a server (103) and a communications terminal (102). The 
server includes instruction files (106) stored in an instruction file storage unit (305). The 
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instruction file transmitting unit is the processor contained within the server that initiates the 
transmission to the communications terminal (102). The communications terminal comprises a 
retrieval requesting unit which is a computer terminal at the client location. An application 
executing unit is the browser at the client and the transmission processing unit is the processor 
within the client computer which initiates the transmission with the server (103). 
Claim 14: See remarks for claim 7. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (703) 306-5626. 

Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2 175 




